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attain a situation in life calculated to give greater weight
to their political claims. Meanwhile, however, the original
scale of civic position, dependent wholly on property
relations, is attacked from another quarter. At the present
time the majority of the ruling class are men of moderate
wealth. This means that occupation has already proved
more influential than property in determining a man's
position as a citizen. And if, as we may hope it will, the
future sees a still closer approach to equality in the matter
of property, at least in the sense of doing away with the
minimum of property, which is morally the more dangerous
of the two extremes; then in all probability the mode of
determining a man's position as a citizen which makes
property the sole test will be completely superseded by
another, where the test is solely occupation. Our present
system of society bears distinctly the marks of a transition
period, in which, however, there is already a prevailing
tendency towards a classification based on occupation.

That a man's personal calling determines his position as
a citizen, and that consequently certain differences in both
will continue to exist, is as inviolable a law of human society
as that law of the physical organism, according to which
different organs fulfil different functions, and hence exert
different influences on the whole. And it is a man's personal
occupation, far more than his property, that influences his
capacity for public function, because upon it depends his
possession of the information and powers required to judge
public affairs and to take an active part in them if necessary.

We see, then, that the standard which determines the
general nature of the rights and duties that belong to an
individual by virtue of his civic position is variable, and
to be determined by the capacity for political function
possessed by a given kind of occupation, rather than by
any abstract requirements. Similarly, the sentiment of